WAC 352-37-340 Small-scale beach prospecting and placer mining.
(1) Small-scale beach prospecting and placer mining is allowed year-
round 1in the seashore conservation area, except within fifty feet on
either side of designated ocean beach access roads.

(2) The director may close specific areas to beach prospecting or
placer mining when deemed necessary for wildlife protection or public
safety.

(3) Only hand-held mineral prospecting tools and the following
mineral prospecting equipment may be used in the seashore conservation
area:

(a) Pans;

(b) Spiral wheels;

(c) Sluices, concentrators, rocker boxes, and high-bankers with
riffle areas totaling ten square feet or less, including ganged equip-
ment;

(d) Suction dredges that have suction intake nozzles with inside
diameters that should be five inches or less, but shall be no greater
than five and one-quarter inches to account for manufacturing toleran-
ces and possible deformation of the nozzle. The inside diameter of the
dredge hose attached to the nozzle may be no greater than one inch
larger than the suction intake nozzle size;

(e) Power sluice/suction dredge combinations that have riffle
areas totaling ten square feet or less, including ganged equipment,
suction intake nozzles with inside diameters that should be five in-
ches or less, but shall be no greater than five and one-quarter inches
to account for manufacturing tolerances and possible deformation of
the nozzle, and pump intake hoses with inside diameters of four inches
or less. The inside diameter of the dredge hose attached to the suc-
tion intake nozzle may be no greater than one inch larger than the
suction intake nozzle size; and

(f) High-bankers and power sluices that have riffle areas total-
ing ten square feet or less, including ganged equipment, and pump in-
take hoses with inside diameters of four inches or less.

(4) Upon request, other mineral prospecting equipment may be con-
sidered by the commission on a pilot basis.

(5) All trenches, depressions, or holes created in the beach dur-
ing mining activities must be back-filled before working another exca-
vation site.

(6) Setting up or using mining equipment or conducting mining ac-
tivities in a manner and/or location that subjects people, personal
property, or park resources to injury or damage or impedes traffic on
the driveable portion of the beach is prohibited.

(7) A person may possess or transport up to ten gallons of con-
centrate per day.

(8) Any violation of this section is an infraction under chapter
7.84 RCW.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 79A.05.030, 79A.05.165, and 79A.05.615. WSR
11-19-015, § 352-37-340, filed 9/8/11, effective 10/9/11.]
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